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Subject: PGME Update
Date: Friday, May 1, 2020 at 9:40:04 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: postmdedstaff-l: Post MD EducaEon Staff List on behalf of Associate Dean PGME (Dr. Glen

Bandiera)
To: POSTMDEDSTAFF-L@LISTSERV.UTORONTO.CA
AEachments: PT-level Self-IsolaEon Requirements - Updated April 27.pdf

To: Residency Program Directors, Fellowship Directors, FM Site Directors
cc: Program Administrators, Residents, Fellows, Vice Chairs Education, Clinical Department Chairs,
PARO, Post MD Staff

 
Dear Program Directors, Site Directors and Fellowship Directors,
 
I am writing to provide seven updates from recent meetings this week. Some are reminders, but still
generating questions for us. I apologize for the length, but I trust this is helpful information.

1.      We have agreed to allow electives to resume between Canadian PGME programs both for
rotations covered within Inter-University Affiliation Agreements and beyond starting July 1.
There are currently some travel restrictions across Canada (Attached- most exempt health
care workers), but this may change at any time. Programs and destinations  have the right to
rescind approval for electives due to clinical care and/or travel restrictions, so all learners
planning electives outside of  Toronto should have a back-up plan just in case. Decisions on
when undergraduate electives will resume have yet to be made.

2.      The CaRMS cycles previously agreed upon for the medicine and pediatrics subspecialty
matches and the FM-ES match will NOT change due to COVID. Interviews will need to be
done virtually due to the anticipated travel restrictions and to preserve equity for all
candidates. The CaRMS cycle for the R1 match will be announced shortly, but file review will
be deferred until early February, and the match is expected to conclude with the results of  the
second iteration on May 18 to allow for a July 1 start. Some degree of  UG Elective activity,
though not the typical amount, will be preserved and can inform selection activities.
Expectations you have for certain patterns of  electives may need to change for this year,
more to come...

3.      Based on clinical activity and projections, I will consider requests for waivers of  training for
those residents who, due to a leave or other reasons, are scheduled to finish sometime after
July 1. As always, the policies of  our national credentialing Colleges apply, and program
directors can only waive training up to the allowable maximum, must provide attestation that
the learner has met all required competencies despite not completing the full time
commitment in the program and there is no anticipated clinical need. We still will not
consider waivers that will result in learners completing their programs prior to June 30.

4.      We continue to work with our University Government Relations Office and the AFMC to
lobby government for solutions to the work permit obstacles for incoming international
learners. Many have confirmed they can start but many have not yet secured the proper
clearance due to Visa office closures in their home country. We have succeeded in clarifying
that they do meet travel ban exemptions and we are optimistic that we have options for those
who need to secure work permits after arrival. In the meantime I encourage you all to
consider those learners already here who may need and/or choose to stay longer to help
bridge the transition; we have reached out to your chairs and the learners as well to inventory
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this group. We will do whatever we can to ensure efficient processes around this issue.
5.      We had another very helpful call with staff  at the RC and CFPC this week around our

accreditation. We still are working towards the November 22-27 week, and are limiting our
preparation work to those activities that are insensitive to a deferral. Thanks to all for
continuing on with your preparation. The Colleges are receptive to creative ways to
accomplish accreditation should there be, as we expect, remaining restrictions on group
gatherings in place at that time. We will do what makes sense for U of  T, while being
maximally flexible and respectful of  the needs of  the Colleges to carry out a high calibre
accreditation process.

6.      The on-boarding of  CBD specialties for this coming July is still under discussion. I know
most of  the scheduled programs for launch here are ready to go, as are we in PGME. Each
discipline will need to take a national approach to this decision; again, thanks to those who
completed the RC survey to inform the decisions.

7.      Finally, a reminder that the Postgraduate Wellness Office remains available for trainees
support and can be accessed at pgwellness@utoronto.ca.  Wellness has many online resources
available and have developed helpful videos related to COVID/coping that are targeted to
trainees https://pg.postmd.utoronto.ca/current-trainees/while-youre-training/access-
wellness-resources/

 
I hope you all remain well; it was great to 'see' so many of  you at the PGMEAC open forum and in
other venues recently. Please continue to reach out with questions or concerns - we remain
committed to our advice to you for all things PGME: "Call early, Call often, Call Someone!
 
Sincerely,
 
Get the most recent updates from the Faculty of Medicine on COVID19
 
GLEN BANDIERA MD, MEd, FRCPC                                                         
Professor, Department of Medicine
Associate Dean, Postgraduate Medical Education
 
Post MD Education - Postgraduate Medical Education 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto
500 University Avenue | 6th Floor | Toronto ON M5G 1V7
416-978-6808 | adpgme@utoronto.ca
postmd.utoronto.ca | Twitter | Facebook | YouTube

mailto:pgwellness@utoronto.ca
https://pg.postmd.utoronto.ca/current-trainees/while-youre-training/access-wellness-resources/
https://medicine.utoronto.ca/news/coronavirus-your-safety-and-responsibility
mailto:adpgme@utoronto.ca
http://postmd.utoronto.ca/
https://twitter.com/UofTPGME?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.facebook.com/University-of-Toronto-Postgraduate-Medical-Education-353131638111007/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UofTPGME?feature=mhee

